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Dahlem Center Hours 
 

Tues - Fri.     9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday       10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday          Noon - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Monday         Closed 

 
The trails and grounds are open from 

dawn to dusk every day.  The entrance 

gate is opened at 6:30 a.m. and locked 

at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

Contact 
 

Phone:   517 - 782 - 3453 

Fax:   517 - 782 - 3441 

Website:  www.dahlemcenter.org 

Address:  7117 South Jackson Rd. 

                Jackson, MI  49201 

 On December 5th and 6th, Dahlem held itôs annual Holiday Bazaar.  

Every year both classrooms and the Nutshell Gift shop are decorated and filled 

with various holiday items donated from caring individuals throughout the com-

munity.  Dahlem uses the money raised through the event to sponsor educational 

programs.   

 Among the wide array of items available were wreaths, baked goods, bird 

seed, bird feeders, clothing, paintings, drawings and other wildlife-based merchan-

dise.   

 This yearôs Bazaar, like every previous one, was very successful.  Hun-

dreds of individuals came and supported Dahlem, while at the same time complet-

ing needed holiday shopping.  As a result, Dahlem raised nearly $6,000. 

 Dahlem would like to thank everyone that came out and generously sup-

ported the Conservancy.  In addition, a big thank you to all who contributed to the 

sale with donated merchandise and/or help setting-up for the event. 

Mission Statement:  The mission of The Dahlem Conservancy is to provide environmental 

education and land conservancy services to the residents of South Central Michigan. 



This winter promises to be a snowy one!  Come out 

and make the most of the snow at Dahlem!  Cross 

country skiing is free to all Dahlem members.  

With over 5 miles of scenic winter trails, its hard 

to imagine anywhere better in Jackson to enjoy the 

breathtaking beauty of winter in Michigan.  Not a 

member?  Call 517-782-3453 or stop by to join the 

Dahlem family! 

Paw Prints is published for members of 

The Dahlem Conservancy. 
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Are You A Dahlem Member? 
 

If not, become a member today 

and you will receive: 

 
Free admission to most public  

        programs 

Advanced registration and reduced 

rates for Day Camps and Goblin 

Walks 

10% discount on purchases in the 

Nutshell Gift Shop 

Paw Prints monthly newsletter of 

events and information 

Access to trails for cross-country 

skiing. 

 

Membership Fees: 

 
Individual Membership    $24 

Family Membership         $36 

Senior Membership          $12 

 

Memberships also make great 

gifts for friends and family!!  

 

Help us protect the outdoors 

for future generations! 

Thanks for making 2008 a 

wonderful year for The Dahlem Con-

servancy!!  The whole Board and staff 

would like me to thank you, our mem-

bership, and the entire community for 

our successes this year.  You can see 

by our ñYear in Reviewò page that 

much has been accomplished and that 

we have much to be thankful for ï but 

the key is you!  Member, volunteer, 

donor, Friend, participant, ambassador, 

supporter; whatever role you see your-

self, your support is much appreciated. 

Membership is back up to 

levels we havenôt seen since the 

1990ôs.  Day camp attendance is grow-

ing by nearly 50% each year and weôll 

be adding a 3rd week this summer.  

Public visitation is up for a 3rd year in a 

row and weôre planning new exhibit 

and trail improvements.  All of this 

contributes to a larger, stronger organi-

zation and one that can make a bigger 

impact in our community. 

Accomplishments like this 

will take a commitment from our com-

munity.  We are calling on you to get 

involved in the ways most important to 

you.  We are currently seeking appli-

cants for our Board and the Board 

Committees; please let us know if you 

are interested.  We are currently seek-

ing trail leaders to become trained in 

working with the school groups visit-

ing the Dahlem Center.  We have a 

variety of ñbehind the scenesò special 

projects that we would like to under-

take this year.   Our Friends of Dahlem 

(a separate supporting organization) 

would love some new members and 

light-duty workers. 

We know many of our mem-

bers may not be able to make a com-

mitment of time right now, and so we 

ask that you consider other ways to 

help support.  The Nutshell gift shop is 

open year round and has so many items 

that would be perfect for that hard-to-

buy-for-person.  While shopping at the 

Nutshell, you are really doing double 

duty for Dahlem.  Your purchases con-

tribute locally towards our education 

programs and you are also passing on 

the gift of the outdoors when you se-

lect a bird feeder, reptile identification 

book, or kidôs butterfly net! 

Possibly one of the most 

meaningful things you can do, is sim-

ply to introduce someone new to the 

Dahlem Center.  So often we hear ñI 

havenôt been out there since my kids 

were little,ò or ñIôve been driving by 

for 10 years and have never stopped 

in.ò  Pick one of the great weekend 

programs that are lined up in these next 

few months and invite your neighbor, 

mom, brother and family, or friend 

from church to come along! 

You know we have a great 

thing going here, or else you wouldnôt 

be receiving this Paw Prints.  I thank 

you for all your support in 2008 and 

ask for it again in 2009.  Help us make 

this the year that Dahlem really ex-

plodes in the community! 

 
Brad Whaley  

Executive Director 

Message from the Executive 

Directoré 
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Dahlem held itõs first annual 

òBirds, Blooms and Butter-

fliesó festival.  Pictured is a 

juvenile Bald Eagle courtesy 

of the Leslie Science Center. 

Over 70 volunteers partici-

pated in Dahlemõs annual 

òWork-beeó.  Many thanks to 

everyone and all that was 

accomplished. 

òThe Monarch Butterfly Tag-

ging Projectó reared and 

tagged 68 Monarch Butter-

flies this summer. 

The òDonald E. Dutcher 

classroomó was constructed 

thanks to  a generous dona-

tion from Don Dutcher. 

182 campers joined us in July 

for Dahlemõs òOutdoor Ad-

venture Campó. 

On November 12th, nearly 

300 guests gathered to hear 

about the Dahlem Conser-

vancy mission and vision, 

raising a record-breaking 

amount. 

òBring Back the Bluebirdsó 

project  at Dahlem fledged 35 

Bluebirds,  16 Tree Swallows, 

and 68 House Wrens. 

Kimberly May was hired as 

Dahlemõs Education Direc-

tor. 

Hundreds participated in the 

annual Goblin Walks despite 

inclement weather. 
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Free to 

Big Brothers 

Big Sisters 

With ID  

 

             January 2009     Weekend Programs: 

Family Wildlife Adventureéééééééééééé 

Hunters of the Night  3:00 p.m.  Sunday  January 4:  Come join The Howell Nature Center as they teach 

us about Michigan owls with live birds.  Owl pellets will be provided to each family to take home and exam-

ine.  Afterwards, a guided pellet dissection will be conducted, as well as an introduction of several local owl 

recordings.  An Owl Prowl will be held at 5:30 p.m. after the dissection*.  Advanced registration for the 

prowl is required, as only 24 spots are available.  First come, first serve! 

 

*Please note the change in time.  This change will increase our chances of hearing owls. 

 

All programs presented at the Dahlem Center at  

7117 S. Jackson Rd.   

 Advance Registration is required.     
To Register Call 517-782-3453  

Admission is $3.00 per person 

Dahlem Conservancy Members Admitted Free 

 

The Dahlem Conservancy is proud to announce that  

These Programs are Sponsored By a Generous Grant From  

Free to 

Big Brothers 

Big Sisters 

With ID  

Family Wildlife Adventureééééééééééééééééé.. 

Owl Prowls 5:30 p.m.  Monday  January 5 - Wednesday January 7:  Due to the overwhelming turnout of 

last yearôs Owl Prowl, additional hikes will be held the following Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, starting 

at 5:30 p.m. There is a limit of twelve people per hike, as traveling with a smaller group will increase the 

chance of hearing owls, so reserve a spot in advance, because these are sure to fill!  Bring a flashlight, warm 

coat, hat and gloves. 

Art in Nature Series ééééééééééééééééééé.. 

Nature Photography Workshop: 2:00 p.m. Saturday, January 17 

Want to advance your photography skills and capture nature with success? Join Master Photographer, Bob 

Guiliani, for an introductory workshop on close-up nature photography. Photographers of all levels are 

invited to learn the tips, techniques, and equipment used by professionals. Bob and his wife Linda are own-

ers of Guys and Dolls Photography portrait studio in Clare, MI and have produced numerous instructional 

photography presentations.  After the workshop youôre invited to hear the details on Dahlemôs Nature 

Photography Contest-ñCapture Dahlemôs Seasonal Essenceò. 

Outdoor Travel Adventureééééééé 

Isle Royale: 2:00 p.m. Sunday, January 18 

Venture into the primitive wilderness of Michiganôs national park, Isle Royale.  Master Photographer, 

Bob Guiliani will share his stunning photographic journey across Lake Superiorôs largest island and intro-

duce you to its bountiful rare and beautiful wildflowers and wildlife. 

Outdoor Travel Adventureééééééééé... 

Birding the Soo: 2:00 p.m. Saturday, January 24 

Expert birder, Lathe Claflin, and People for Wildlife Coordinator, Gary Siegrist, are at it again as they 

explain why anyone would go to Sault Sainte Marie in February for a birding vacation.  Join Gary and 

Lathe as they teach you about the best birding spots and what high Arctic birds can be found in the U.P. 

of Michigan, including owls, hawks, finches, and sparrows. 

Family Wildlife Adventureééééééééé.. 

Insects in Winter: 2:00 p.m. Sunday, January 25 

Have you ever seen dragonflies in January? Believe it or not, the six-legged have their own set of winter 

survival strategies that are unlike any other animal! Come explore how many insects secretively spend the 

bleak days of winter.  This excellent one hour program for all ages will feature up-close encounters with 

live insects and specimens.  Presented by Jim McGrath from Wildlife Discovery. 

Please check our website for the most current and up to date Weekend Program schedule.  www.dahlemcenter.org 


